Video Essay Script
You must script a 5 minute video essay. You will be expected to record a rehearsal of your script to ensure your audio sections cover the planned time stamp. 
Example:
	Time stamp
	Visuals 
	Audio

	Technical requirements 

	
You need to create a script for the full 5 minutes.

5 minutes will display as 05:00

You will count up from zero: 00.00 

	
What will be present on screen? What footage will you show? You need to provide links to show an awareness of what footage you require. 
	
The voice over to accompany the visuals. This is where you write your script J You need to ensure you have enough content to cover the visuals. 
	

Where will you source the visuals from? You need to provide exact sources. 

	
00.00-00.15

15 seconds
	
Action movie trailer
Iconic movie trailer

Title & Name
	Hi! Picture your favourite movie trailer. Maybe it's one with cool action scenes? Or one that’s stuck with you since you first saw it? Well regardless of the one you’re thinking of, trailers didn’t always start out that way. Today we’re going to be going over how trailers changed over the years with film theatres
	
Trailers: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjKO10hKtYw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkTybqcX-Yo 




	Time stamp
	Visuals 
	Audio

	Technical requirements


	
00.15-00.36

21 seconds


	
Movie theatres in 1910s (exterior)
Movie theatres in 1910s (interior)

Cartoon in 1910s

	Back then in the 1910s the movie theatres only had one screen. To enter one the person had to pay 5 cents (which translates to about $143 in today’s standards) and then they could sit in there for as long as they wanted! They could play feature length films right before a short cartoon and they’d be on a continuous loop as there wasn’t set times for films in this era yet
	
Theatre:
cinematreasures, cheatsheet
& mentalfloss 

Cartoon:
felix the cat & mutt and jeff

	
00.36-00.58

22 seconds
	
The Adventures of Kathlyn
	The first ever trailer was actually just a cliffhanger. The Adventurers of Kathlyn, a serial that aired in 1912, introduced a new technique to hook their audience in. At the end of each episode the characters would be in great danger and if you wanted to find out what happened next? Well you’d just have to find out in the next episode. Another fun fact about this serial was that it was the second serial ever made
	
Kathlyn:
one 

	
00.58-01.13

15 seconds
	
The Pleasure Seekers

Pictures of Granlund
	The first actual trailer was in 1913 for a musical called The Pleasure Seekers and was comprised of the film’s rehearsal footage. This was made by Nils Granlund, the advertising manager for Loew’s theatres. Marcus Loew himself was interested in Granlund’s trailer and asked him to make more advertisements like this
	
Movie:
one 

Granlund: 
one & two 

	
01.13-01.36

23 seconds 

-

01.36-01.46

10 seconds
	
NSS posters

Herman Robbins

Frankenstein & Casablanca trailers
	Like all good things, capitalism eventually stole the idea and ran it into the ground. The NSS (standing for the National Screen Service) was created in 1919 by Herman Robbins and stationed in New York. The company made trailers (and no they didn’t ask for permission from the ones who actually made the movie) and then sold them to movie theatres. This company quickly held a monopoly over the trailer market for four decades until the 1960s

When making trailers they always followed the same template: fly in text describing the film and voiceovers from narrators telling the story. Look at the Frankenstein and Casablanca trailer side by side for an example
	
NSS:
https://www.originalfilmart.com/blogs/news/nss

Herman Robbins:
https://ruiningtrailers.wordpress.com/2018/09/25/the-national-screen-service-and-a-once-in-a-lifetime-tribute-to-trailers/

Trailers:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKyiXjyVsfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkL9l7qovsE

	
01.46-02.11

25 seconds
	
Old trailer

The Jazz Singer trailer
	Back then the only sound trailers had was music played over it. Trailers heavily relied on text, visuals and the awe of theatre to lure in audiences. That is until The Jazz Singer released in 1927. The trailer was iconic in itself - if you can get over whatever this is – as it was the first ever trailer with synchronised speech. And it had almost an entire 2 minutes of it during the introduction alone 

	
Trailers:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OkLWeFdcQ4

Jazz Singer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9v4DrYNNHlo

	
02.11-02.34

23 seconds
	
Text that says NSS

Paramount logo
20 Century Fox, Loew’s & Warner Bros logo
	Back to our friends at the NSS, they just signed a contract with Paramount Pictures in the late 1930s! Good for them. They were now making Paramount’s movie posters for them, but they didn’t just stop there. They then started making deals with all the biggest major studios at the time: 20th Century Fox, Loew’s and Warner Bros to name a few. They somehow became even bigger than before, handling 90% of the poster production and distribution in the US at one point
	Logos:
https://www.logaster.com/blog/paramount-pictures-logo

https://freebiesupply.com/logos/20th-century-fox-logo-2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loews_Cineplex_Entertainment

https://logos.fandom.com/wiki/Warner_Bros._Entertainment

	
02.34-02.55

21 seconds
	
Alfred Hitchcock

Psycho trailer
	In the meanwhile, Alfred Hitchcock decided to make a trailer for his own movie. The trailer for Psycho was purely a tour around the movie’s setting with the narrator, but it’s renowned as one of the best trailers of its time. Why? Because the trailer spoiled its own murder scenes but kept its plot twist perfectly under wraps in plain sight. In a way he made a trailer the NSS could never make and the movie was a success partly because of it
	
Hitchcock:
the guardian & scmp

Psycho trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTJQfFQ40lI

	
02.55-03.16

21 seconds
	
Stanley Kubrick

Dr Strangelove trailer
	Stanley Kubrick also decided to make his own trailer and created one of the most unique trailers possibly seen in any form of media. Dr Strangelove was a satirical political commentary that no one knew about until the second half of the movie, not even the actor playing the main character themself. The trailer for it was unforgettable too, featuring many fast cuts and asking the audience questions they couldn’t possibly answer at the time
	Kubrick:
https://www2.bfi.org.uk/

https://www.festival-cannes.com/en/artist/stanley-kubrick

Dr Strangelove trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gXY3kuDvSU

	
03.16-03.38

22 seconds

-

03.38-03.55

17 seconds
	
Cinemas in the 1970s

Jaws posters & trailer
	However the biggest change of them all was in the 1970s. Cinemas were becoming multiplexes, featuring multiple screens, and one of the biggest films ever released came out this decade. Jaws was the first ever blockbuster to be released worldwide simultaneously and was a huge success. No longer would movies be screened in a few big theatres and then move to smaller towns over the next few months. This was called the wide release strategy

But that’s not all the film did. Trailers were almost like mini movies in the way they were filmed, heavily relying on the narrative of the film instead of the spectacle of theatre to interest the audience. Companies heavily invested in advertisements for Jaws and aired multiple times during prime hours of TV. This was called the Blockbuster Strategy
	
Cinemas:
https://thedailyjaws.com/news/2020/4/30/jaws-drop-as-universal-films-are-banished-from-cinemas

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/6156/photos

https://www.electriccinema.co.uk/cinemas/portobello/history/1970s/

Posters:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/

Trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1fu_sA7XhE


	
03.55-04.11

16 seconds
	
Graveyard
 
Mostly text
	Do you remember our friends at the NSS? Well they’re dead now. Because of the sudden rise in directors wanting to do their trailers instead, the NSS quickly became obsolete. The company focused on only making movie posters again before eventually being bought by Technicolor in the 2000s
	
Graveyard:
https://www.pond5.com/stock-footage/tag/graveyard/

Technicolor logo:
https://1000logos.net/technicolor-logo/

	
04.11-04.34

23 seconds
	
Don LaFontaine

MTV logo
	A voice everyone recognises no matter how old is Don LaFontaine (also known as “the voice of God”), sparking instant recognition with the phrase “In a world..”. He leant his voice for over 5000 movie trailers and for so many more TV commercials

Speaking of TV commercials, MTV's cutting style influenced movie trailers to be fast paced edits. Its influence is still present today, especially in action movie trailers
	Don LaFontaine:
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0480963/

https://donlafontaine.com/biography/

MTV logo:
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-mtv-radically-reinvented-four-decades


	
04.34-04.52

18 seconds
	
Super Bowl

Independence Day teaser
	In 1996 for a break for the Super Bowl, the Independence Day teaser played. The first shot was of the White House exploding. Talk about an entrance... This was eventually called the 'Money Shot' and it changed how movies were marketed. Practically every movie has one of these shots no matter the genre now
	Super Bowl:
https://populous.com/

https://www.nytimes.com/

Independence Day teaser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVs1vKr9-x0

	
04.52-05.07

15 seconds
	
Star Wars TV Spot
	As the internet has become more popular, it’s now seen as necessary to upload film trailers on social media (specifically YouTube). TV is also dying out which means there’s less of a need for TV spot trailers, however there are a few still being made like for Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker
	
Star Wars:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjdjyvnOGtg

	
05.07-05.22

15 seconds
	
Candyman
	The internet also allows marketing campaigns to be more elaborate, an example being Candyman’s trailer. To even see it you have to unlock it by going on its official website, turning on your webcam and audio and chanting “Candyman” five times. This is also how to summon Candyman in the movie

	
Candyman:
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9347730/

	
00.00-00.00

seconds
	
	
	

	
00.00-00.00

seconds
	
	
	

	
00.00-00.00

seconds
	
	
	

	
00.00-00.00

seconds
	
	
	

	
00.00-00.00

seconds
	
	
	

	
00.00-05.00

seconds
	
	
	





