Unit 4: Task 3
Evaluation Commentary Plan


You must complete this plan in detail to support you with recording the audio for your director commentary video. You should provide examples to support the points you raise and consider where the audio will fit into your theoretical trailer edit i.e. will you play the entire trailer first or at the end? Will you address each question one by one or as points arise in order of your edit? Your director’s commentary must be no longer than 10 minutes
For a high standard: you must use specific examples to support the point you raise
For a very high standard: you must compare your final trailer to professional trailers and seek audience feedback to support the opinions you raise. 
	Areas for discussion
	Notes: What will you say? Where will this audio be placed?


	Introduction: How will you introduce your director’s commentary? 
	I will play the full edited trailer first, but add a small section at the start saying that this is the Directors Commentary

	What did you set out to do? What was the aim? Why did you choose this film for a genre changing trailer? 
	I always planned to do this film the moment I thought about what one I wanted to do. The Phantom of The Opera was one of the more recent films I’ve seen in a while and I originally watched it with a friend who really likes this film

The change into comedy came up to me almost immediately. I thought it’d be fun and possible to do, which it was. I briefly thought horror would be a better and more easier genre change (as did my brother when we talked about it) but I stuck with comedy as I can’t stomach horror and I’d have to sit through many horror trailers to understand the codes & conventions of them

	How did you adapt the narrative and why?
	The original narrative fit more for a romance or even a horror more than a comedy. It could work and as stated in my initial concepts it was one of my ideas to keep the narrative roughly the same but to exaggerate it. The only difference was instead of the main three characters being in a love triangle, The Phantom was a jealous ex-boyfriend instead

However I quickly scrapped that idea for The Phantom being an overprotective parent and disliking Raoul who’s already Christine’s boyfriend in the trailer. I thought this idea fits more with the comedy genre and had more room for such rather than the previous idea, which is something the peer assessment for my rough edit agreed with

	How does your trailer promote conventions of a theoretical trailer?
	[Spoken in other boxes]


	How have you used text effectively to promote your genre?
	I used text to narrate the story of the trailer. An example of a trailer that uses it for the same purpose is the trailer for Free Guy with the phrase “The world needed a Good Guy” and a recut of Halloween (1978) into a romantic comedy. Using text this way is common in genre changed trailers as it’s a simple way to tell the audience how the story changed with the genre

I changed the title of the film from ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ into ‘The Big Screen’ as the original title didn’t fit the comedy genre. Titles that are simple and bold are very common for comedy films, two examples being Click or He’s All That. The typography for the titles are also kept quite simple, 21 Jump Street and The Campaign being too examples of this

	How have you used music and VO effectively to promote your genre?
	I used music more as for background as anything else as it wasn’t an integral part of the trailer. I used one of the songs in the movie, Think of Me, to add drama at the end of the trailer. The first song was Masquerade and is from the original film, I used it to make the trailer feel grand at first before cutting to a joke. This is an example of juxtaposition which is used in comedy as a joke, Good Boys has an example of this in their trailer when one of the three main characters says that they’re not going to cross the highway but do so with their friends anyway

Despite the audience feedback for my rough edit asking for more voice overs, I unfortunately couldn’t find where to place them and felt that they didn’t fit with the scenes I chose

	How have you used SFX effectively to promote your genre?
	Record scratches were used for comedic effect and for an introduction to each joke in the trailer. This sound effect is common in comedy trailers (like 50 First Dates) for the same reason, the trope is mostly used in older trailers because of how much of a cliché it is nowadays

One more subtle sound effect I used was the lightning crackle with The Phantom being introduced. Comedy trailers can also do an effect to introduce someone 

	How have you used Foley effectively to promote your genre?
	Foley was used to add atmosphere to some scenes like with the shot of the letter falling from the ceiling and the horse walking. It was also used as a way to fill in any silences in the trailer

I got the idea of the letter Foley sound through one of the responses for my rough edit and I used the other response for The Phantom going down the stairs with a sound effect of footsteps instead

	Which techniques did you employ in editing to promote a new genre?
	As the original film can be quite unsaturated I used a lot of colour correcting and Lumetri Color while editing to add more vibrancy to many scenes, like with the shot of Christine and Raoul holding each other outside in the snow and the mirror scene. This is common in many genre changing trailers to give a nicer lighting that better fits the new genre and is used for the recut trailer for Get Out. When I asked my friend about the strengths of the trailer he agreed and said the clips were well-chosen and bright

I had cut to the beat in the trailer with the first two scenes of The Phantom, which is something comedy trailers sometimes do as it’s satisfying to watch and easily lets the audience know that this is an important character that will reoccur throughout the film. An example of a trailer that cuts to the beat is Good On Paper, which did it in the first 10 seconds of the trailer

	How could the trailer be improved?
	One thing that I didn’t notice until I already finished editing is the aspect ratio switches sometimes between scenes (like with the scene with Christine holding the rose and then Raoul sitting with the audience, there are many other examples though). Once you notice it it’s hard not to and I wish I stuck to one aspect ratio throughout the trailer

One criticism I got from the peer evaluation for my rough edit was that there was only one link to it being a comedy and that was the record scratch sound effect. As there aren’t many jokes in the original film I wasn’t completely sure what scenes to use and instead focused on the relationship between Christine and Raoul a bit too much. The trailer was always intended to be a slight blend of a romantic comedy but I feel like I’ve leant onto the romance too much

When I asked this question to my friend he said that he didn’t like how the music abruptly stopped and felt that the voice overs in the trailer felt unnatural. At the time of editing I didn’t realise that it came off like that but understand what he means, a way I could’ve circumvented this was by instead of stopping the upbeat music in the middle was to just make the music play quietly over the voice over. Another thing he mentioned is the modern editing style not fitting the setting of the movie (1800’s France). This was something that I didn’t even think about until he brought it up and I think if I leant into the older setting of the trailer and based my research on older comedy trailers that I would’ve made a more interesting trailer that stood out from the others

	What are the strengths of the trailer?
	The sound effects, especially the record scratches, were used effectively and fits with comedy trailers

I cut to the beat with some shots and every time I did it worked well with the music and was in sync. This can also be said with how the characters also moved to the beat with how I cut to the beat, an example of this being the shot with Christine and the lady revealing her fan

The blur transition between the shot of The Phantom and Christine turning around was executed well, which I used a guide online to help me do

The lighting of the scenes with Christine and Raoul were edited well, especially the shots of them holding each other outside which was vibrant but not in a way that’s distracting

	Additional comments:
	

	How will you conclude your director’s commentary? 
	Now that I’ve critiqued and talked about my process with making the trailer, I want you to go back to the start of the video and re-watch the trailer again with what I said fresh in your mind



