Quentin Tarantino as an Auteur
Tarantino qualifies for the literal meaning of “authorship” in the sense that he writes his own screenplays, and tends to be involved in the production of his films as well. 
Things to note:
1. Reservoir Dogs shows certain exceptions to the distinctive style that Tarantino eventually developed. Although it was Tarantino’s first ‘big’ mainstream film, it was produced on a very small budget, since he was not well-known enough to receive extensive financial backing at that point in time.
2. Although themes do not usually in themselves establish auteurship, there is a similarity in how Tarantino’s themes, and in particular the revenge theme is presented, that is quite a distinctive feature of Tarantino’s style. The most well-known aspect of this style, is the way in which Tarantino makes use of gratuitous violence. Tarantino uses extreme violence in both establishing a ‘reason’ for revenge to be taken, as well as in the revenge itself
3. Stylings may be more visual in one film compared to another i.e. revenge in Django in much more prevalent compared to Reservoir Dogs.
	Auteur Stylings
	Reservoir Dogs
	Pulp Fiction
	Django Unchained


	Non-linear Storylines

· Tarantino creates stories that he envisions being told in a non-linear structure, the films come to life at the writing stage and not in post-production



	
· Immediately after upbeat opening it cuts to Mr Orange heavily wounded in a car, no explanation
· We learn he got shot by a cop when Mr Pink comes into the room and talks about how many cops there were while they were doing their heist
· When they talk about what happened the audience gets to see a scene of them running away
· After torture scene it cuts to a titlecard that says “Mr Orange”, showing his perspective as he plans and practices to pretend to blend in with the main cast
· Mr Orange was rehearsing his lines and it cuts back and forth between that and him actually saying it to the main cast in the bar
· Main cast laughs in a previous scene, then it cuts to Mr White chastising the rest for laughing as he gives people their names







	
· Starts with a couple in the middle of a conversation, afterwards cuts to Vincent and Jules
· Film is even less coherent than previous since it keeps switching to new people
· Part of the ending is played at the beginning as an opening to the film
	
· First sees Django getting bought off by someone else
· See how Django and his wife got separated while he talks about her to King
· Cuts to scenes with Django and wife running and getting hit – like flashbacks
· Django keeps ‘seeing’ his wife in different places as he continues moving to her
· Scene of slave getting killed by dogs is cut into shots of a harp playing because King is thinking of it
· Much less non-linear than other films

	Themes: Revenge

· Tarantino uses extreme violence in both establishing a ‘reason’ for revenge to be taken, as well as in the revenge itself
· The victims themselves take revenge
	
· Mr Pink talks about how they think they were set up by someone
· People fight over if there’s a set-up at all
· Three of the cast shoots each other in order to protect someone else






	
· Bruce gets revenge on the people who tortured him
	
· Django takes the man who was shot at the beginning’s coat (man who owned him?). Slaves kill the man afterwards
· Innkeeper runs away from his inn once he gets threatened for calling Django a slur
· Sheriff got shot after insulting Django
· Django gets revenge on the person who whipped his wife by shooting him, uses whip on and kills someone else in the process
· King shoots someone Django wanted to kill
· Riot against Django, him and King shoot them to scare them off
· Shot of wife getting branded
· Django shoots servant in the kneecaps


	Themes: Violence 

· Gratuitous violence
· Morally ambiguous: Tarantino films tend to show raw emotions rather than to take a philosophical or ethical stance as to whether it is indeed morally correct or permissible to take violent vigilante revenge. 
· It is taken for granted that violence will be reciprocated with violence
· Extremely discomfiting torture scenes.
	
· After opening, Mr Orange is seen heavily wounded
· Mr Pink and Mr White have an argument due to Mr White having an emotional reaction to getting Mr Orange shot – Mr Pink says he isn’t “acting professional” – and they nearly shoot each other until Mr Blonde steps in
· Fight nearly happens again between Mr White and Mr Blonde, Mr Pink stops it
· Two characters fighting in front of someone and that someone stopping the fight from escalating happens a lot in this movie
· Tying up the cop to a chair is cut with upbeat song and guy in a car talking, also during the scene Mr Blonde dances to the music he plays. Torture scene is quite long and slow






	
· Threatening leads to violence
· Not completely related but there are a lot of guns in the movie
· Gun standoff, but it ends with no one dead
· Torture scene 
	
· There’s a scene of Django getting whipped and another slave about to get whipped
· Very graphic and bloody, hammer at the end
· Candie points lit cigarette close to Django’s face (?)
· Candie made a slave fight against dogs, this is because they ran away when they lost the fight (Candie agreed that they were meant to do five fights but lost the third one)
· Candie threatens wife’s life in front of Django and King 
· Candie’s hand is bloody because he smashed it on the table multiple times, wipes it off the wife’s face 
· King dies after killing Candie
· Action sequence stops after wife is threatened with her life 

	Themes: subvert the realities of social structures

· Tarantino makes the traditional underdog appear strong, able, and moreover, motivated to take revenge for violence visited upon them as an individual. 
	
· Movie starts with men with suits, swearing
· Most scenes are dark / heavily lit
· Mr Orange was actually a cop
· Mr Blonde and Mr Pink going after Mr White could be a sign of toxic masculinity(?)
· The people working together end up killing each other, other than Mr Pink
	
· Heavily focuses on drugs, every character smokes or drinks (very frequently) 
· Biblical theme w/ Jules, he also wears a cross necklace
	
· German(?) story folklore – to inspire Django to take revenge
· Django forced to be aligned w/ Candie, shouts at slaves
· Stephen is the servant for Candie, very ‘traditional’ even to the point where he opposes what Candie orders
· Stephen is the only reason King and Django got caught
· Stephen pretended to need a cane

	Genre: used in a highly stylised way 

· Use of humour/comedy
· Pastiche genres to the point of parody












	
· Opening song juxtaposes the next scene immediately after
· Characters laugh at the tied-up cop in the car trunk 
	
· Black comedy (people being threatened & adrenaline injection scenes)
· Guy shot in the dick jokes
	
· Western, wild west, saloon
· Montage of Django learning how to quick draw and shoot
· Text on screen for timeskip

	Music and Sound

· Tarantino uses music as a key tool in creating the atmosphere of a scene
· Tarantino has the ability to use well known pop culture songs as well as songs that have been forgotten to elevate specific scenes
	
· First song is at opening/title sequence, upbeat song, before that is ambience. Song cuts to one of the characters covered in blood, very hurt
· Upbeat song plays during torture scene
· A lot of the film is ambience








	
· ‘Pump It’ plays after opening, committing a robbery
· The song gets interrupted with a radio sound, then suddenly changes with a different song
	
· Western music
· Beethoven song 
· The --- scream
· More songs play in the middle of the film – more money to license(?)
· Dynamic sounds – violin plays as Django rises up
· There’s a rap song
· ‘Whip’ sound effect as Django turns his head, zooming camera
· Harp music is diegetic as its being played in the bar
· Music goes with gunshots

	Cross film narrative plots

· All of his films exist within the same universe

	
· There’s a briefcase, we never see what’s in it
· Distrust







	
· Pulp Fiction and Reservoir Dogs both start in a diner
· Tim Roth is in both movies, he talks about robbing a bank
· Jules and Vincent go to an apartment to get a briefcase, we never see what’s in it 
· One of the settings is the club in the previous movie
· Kill Bill is briefly referenced
· One of the cops in the previous movie plays a waiter
· Gun standoff at the end

	
· Every film has a scene of them talking about their plan in the diner (Reservoir Dogs talks about pop culture and tipping instead)
· Django & King at gunpoint, have to put palms on table like Jules did in the previous movie 
· Two people get shot in the dick
· Gun standoff at the end is in all movies

	Language: constant use of foul language and to a lesser extent make racial slurs and racist and sexist remarks.








	
· Characters casually swear
· Characters pace around while talking and camera does a wide shot to show it
· One of the characters are very emotional
· Called two people about to fight the n slur
· Two characters hugged as a greeting
· Calls each other dogs as insults
· Cops don’t treat their dog nicely, telling them to “shut up”
	
· A lot of swearing
· Two characters also hug as a greeting
	
· Slaves are called devils often
· Candie refers to slaves as ‘boy’ – say slaves needs ‘adult supervision’
· Django speaks French to Candie despite being told not to
· Django calls Stephen a snowball(?)
· Stephen repeats end of Candie’s sentences and laughs at his jokes
· Racism justified by ‘science’

	Mise en scène: varying camera movements, distances and camera angles

· Especially where extreme violence is portrayed, Tarantino tends to vary his camera distance, angle and focus, and the camera often moves while the action is taking place
· POV shots
· Trunk shots
· 360 degree tracking shots.
· focuses on feet
	
· Camera moves around men at table, introduction
· Slow-mo of the main characters walking down the street
· Shots of Mr Orange laying on ground are low
· Shot of Mr Orange bleeding out and crying alone, wide shot
· Rooms look like they’re abandoned
· Shots of characters in a long narrow hallway
· Background might be colour-coordinated? 
· While character is walking in long corridor, camera is free-form following behind him
· Free-form camera during torture
· When Mr Orange shoots Mr Blonde there was a 360 reveal 
	
· Very harsh lighting at beginning
· Dark lighting in the long corridor shot
· A few 360 shots
	
· Harsh shadows, very dark
· Brown tones
· Wide shot of sun as carriage goes by
· Very dark – new camera 
· Plantation site is very colourful
· Scene of horses and people in the dark, have bags over their heads to hide who they are
· Scenes in the dark, eating
· King almost tries to dissuade Django to not save his wife(?) – saying its too dangerous
· Scene of them talking in diner
· Torture scene slow-mo as they walk to the slave
· Birds eye shot of Django surrendering
· Pink and blues in mountain shots
· 360 with Stephen talking to Candie

	Regular production teams/ Awards:
Samuel L Jackson
Tim Roth
Uma Thurman
Christopher Waltz
Michael Madsen
Harvey Keitel

	
· Tim Roth








	
· Tim Roth
· Samuel Jackson
	
· Samuel Jackson

	Other: 
· Controversy : Quentin Tarantino has faced controversy throughout his career for various reasons
· The role of “fate” or “accident
· Frequent use of bathroom scenes
· Mirror shots where actors talk to themselves in the mirror.
· Car scenes with medium shots and close shots of the characters in the car.
· Restaurant and bar scenes
·  Dark suits with ties and white shirts worn by the characters
· Characters having phone conversations
	
· Tarantino is Mr Brown
· Men on table argue about minimum wages, one of them refused to tip the waiter but eventually does
· Mr White nearly says his name but Mr Pink stops them twice, Mr Pink says he doesn’t care about Mr White’s name
· None of the characters really trust each other – many fights break out with them
· Person says ‘this story revolves around you’ to Mr Orange
· The ending is very open-to-interpretation, we don’t know if Mr White shot Mr Orange or not
	
· Foot fetish is very prevalent in this film
	
· Starts on a still picture of rocks, slaves walking, song starts immediately
· Shot of shackles
· King doesn’t like slavery but it keeps his job (kills people and sell them for cash)
· Causes all of the town to fear them (Django and King)
· Django wears vibrant blue on plantation site – unmissable
· One of the slaves has a huge tooth gap
· Says ‘Django Freeman’ as a last name
· King uses law and deputy job to get away with killings
· Tarantino is one of the people who drags Django
· There’s a girl who doesn’t really do much



